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Karen Embrey
TUSCANY TOURS

727-417-2265
karen@tuscanytours.com

Tuesday · September 26th, 2023 - Thursday · October 5th, 2023

Art Tour to Tuscany with Cynthia Knox
Medium: Colored Pencil

Passport Validity Reminder (USA)
American Passport Validity Reminder: Check your passport EARLY!! When traveling to the European 
Union (EU), your American passport must be valid for at least six months beyond your planned date 
of departure from the EU. For example, if you are departing the EU (Italy, France, Spain, etc.) on June 
6, the expiration date on your passport should be no earlier than December 6. You must also have at 
least TWO blank pages within your passport for entry stamps. For more information, please see the 
US State Department's website at: 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-
Information-Pages.html

If you hold a passport from another country, please be sure to check your country's passport validity 
requirements.

updated 1.2.23

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages.html
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Cynthia Knox, CPSA is a professional colored pencil and graphite artist who lives in New York with her family. Her 
artwork has received numerous awards in national and international juried exhibitions, and she has authored 16 art 
instructional books. Cynthia teaches art workshops to individuals and groups throughout the United States, 
internationally, on cruises, and online via Zoom, Craftsy.com and for Ann Kullberg.com. She is a signature member of 
the Colored Pencil Society of America, juried member of the International Guild of Realism, and commissioned 
portrait artist. Cynthia’s passion is showing students how to draw with colored pencils and working with them 
individually and in groups to bring their skills to the next level. She credits her passion and artistic inspiration to a 
deep love for God and her family. View her resume, artwork, books, testimonials, and teaching schedule at 
www.cynthiaknox.com. She is on Facebook as Cynthia Knox and Cynthia Knox Fine Art, and on Instagram 
@cynthiaknox. artist.

Meet Cynthia Knox - Tuscany

www.cynthiaknox.com
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Tuesday · September 26th

Take a cab to the hotel - PAY ONSITE
The Florence Airport is a short 20-minute ride from your hotel in the City Center. Cab fare is about €25.

PAY ONSITE

Sep 26 · 2:00 PM
Check-in

Sep 29 · 11:00 AM
Check-out

3 nights
Duration

The boutique  is a medieval tower from the year 1200, transformed into an Antica Torre di Via Tornabuoni 1
exclusive historical mansion where guests are ensconced in luxury and Renaissance art everywhere and where they 
can enjoy a fascinating view of the , and the best location of the city, best view of Florence from its rooftop terrace
in Via Tornabuoni.

Arrive in Florence!

CHECK-IN: Antica Torre, Florence
39-055-2658161
Via Tornabuoni 1
Florence 50122
IT

Image credits: Antica Torre di Via Tornabuoni 1
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Category
Deluxe Double Room

Room Selection

Room Description
These double rooms are located in the Medieval Tower or in Palazzo Gianfigliazzi and most of them offer 
incomparable views of the Cathedral, the Church of Santa Trinita, the Arno, or the hills surrounding Florence.

The room size is 20 square metres. Rooms are available either with king-size bed or twin beds and offer marble 
bathroom with bathtub or box shower, finely appointed wardrobe, parquet floors, large-screen LCD television, 
DVD player, telephone with direct-dial external access, mini-bar, electronic safe. All of the rooms offer heat and 
air conditioning, complimentary WiFi access, shoe horn, slippers, and hairdryer.

Notes

Included:
• Nightly Room Rate
• Daily Breakfast Buffet

PAY ONSITE:
• City Tax: €4 per person, per night (subject to change without notice)
• ARRIVAL PORTERAGE $ 5.00

5:00 PM
Start Time

7:30 PM
End Time

2hr 30min
Duration

Meet your guide on the rooftop terrace of the hotel for a and get to know a little bit about your group!welcome drink 

Then, you'll enjoy a  to orient you to the historical center of Florence. We'll briefly visit the short walking tour
religious center (cathedral & baptistery exteriors), the political center (town hall & square), renaissance palaces, 
medieval tower houses, churches & frescoed chapels, sculpture and bridges. Walk the streets of the Medici’s, 
Michelangelo, Donatello, Machiavelli and Dante. Explore side streets with stories to transport you back to when 
Florence was the center of the world.

We'll end the tour by arriving to the restaurant for tonight's group dinner!

Welcome to Florence! Aperitivo + Walking Tour
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Duration
2hr

End Time
9:30 PM

Start Time
7:30 PM

Notes

Included:
• Private Guide
• Welcome Drink

Trattoria 4 Leoni is a typical Tuscan restaurant located in the center of Florence between Ponte Vecchio and Palazzo 
Pitti, in one of the historical piazzas of the region’s capital city, Piazza della Passera.

The current owner has been managing the restaurant for almost thirty years: its origins are those of a Florentine 
eatery with the atmosphere and vitality of a working-class neighborhood, but that sports a definitely contemporary 
and elegant character.

Notes

Included:
• Dinner with wine

DINNER | Trattoria 4 Leoni
+39 055 218562
Via dei Vellutini, 1r, 50125 Firenze FI, Italy
http://www.4leoni.it/ Image credits: Trattoria 4 Leoni
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Wednesday · September 27th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

9:45 AM
Start Time

1:45 PM
End Time

4hr
Duration

You will have a memorable and delicious day when you join a Taste Florence Food Tour.

You will visit markets, artisan bakers, gelato and chocolate makers- all in shops chosen for their historic & culinary 
importance to the city of Florence. You’ll learn lots while having fun and savoring each bite. Taste breads, cheeses, 
salumi, crostini, wine, sweets, balsamic vinegars, olive oils and seasonal specialties- all included in the ticket price

Our food tours are a series of food tastings. We walk from point to point - tasting, learning, and savoring in each spot. 
Sometimes you’ll sit, sometimes you’ll stand, but you’ll rarely walk more than 15 minutes between stops. Florence is 
flat and pretty small, so this is a user-friendly walking food tour.

Notes

Included:
• (2) Private Guides
• All Tastings on tour

FOOD TOUR: Taste Florence!
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Enjoy some FREE TIME to walk the streets of Florence at your leisure. Spend your time shopping the leather markets, 
the Ponte Vecchio for gold, or just absorbing the beauty in these streets!

• Church of - totally plain on the outside, totally gorgeous on the insideOrsanmichele
• The fabulously refurbished  which has Ghiberti's original Gates of Paradise doors, Donatello Museo del Duomo

sculptures, and a Pieta by Michelangelo
• Bargello for gorgeous Renaissance sculpture including many works by Michelangelo and Donatello
• Bardini Gardens for beauty and views over Florence with fewer crowds
• Sip a prosecco or espresso outside at Bar Perseo in Piazza della Signoria and enjoy the sites
• Church of Santa Maria Novella - to see some of the very first Renaissance paintings and frescos which 

Michelangelo helped paint while he was an apprentice
• Church of Santa Croce - visit this beautiful church with fresco masterpieces, tombs of many historical Italians 

including Galileo and Michelangelo, and the architectural masterpiece, the Pazzi Chapel
• Walk along Via del Calziuoli  a lovely pedestrian street with great shopping, Dante’s home, leads to Palazzo 

Vecchio and Piazza della Signoria
• Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella  a 600-year-old pharmacy still using the monk’s techniques to make elixirs 

and perfumes. The Rose Water makes a lovely take-home gift  and it’s only €13 a bottle!
• Stroll across the  and do some window (or real!) shopping for gold jewelryPonte Vecchio
• Straw Market for leather shopping!

FREE TIME - Explore Florence on your own Image credits: Pixabay
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4:00 PM
Start Time

7:00 PM
End Time

3hr
Duration

Gather in the hotel's meeting room for a workshop led by Cynthia Knox.

Dinner on own

ARTISTS' WORKSHOP with Cynthia Knox Image credits:  on Zany Jadraque Unsplash
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Thursday · September 28th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

Transfer · Florence to Certaldo
9:00 AM

Departure Sep 28
10:00 AM
Arrival Sep 28

1hr
Duration

Notes

Included.

10:00 AM
Start Time

3:00 PM
End Time

5hr
Duration

Imagine yourself sitting on a 12th century wall of a medieval village overlooking the rolling hills of the Tuscan 
countryside enjoying a meal of unmatched culinary delight. This unparalleled feast of fresh local delicacies has been 
prepared by you with the help of one of this region’s premier chefs, Giuseppina and her family. The fresh fare, 
accompanied by Tuscan wine, will be the culinary experience of a lifetime.

Start your Full Day Cooking Lesson with the selection of the ingredients in the local markets. But first, have a 
cappuccino and brioche at Certaldo’s coffee bar. Once all the selections are made, return to the school for a light 
snack before you continue your course in the kitchen. During your cooking lesson, we will prepare and eat a 
traditional Italian four course meal including: Antipasto, Primo / Fresh pasta, Secondo / Main course, Dolce / Dessert.
Notes

Included:
• Private Cooking Class
• Lunch with wine

COOKING | Full-Day Cooking Class with Giuseppina
Via del Castello 34, Certaldo
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Transfer · Certaldo to Florence
3:00 PM

Departure Sep 28
4:30 PM

Arrival Sep 28
1hr 30min

Duration

Notes

Included.

Enjoy the afternoon continuing to explore Florence at your leisure!

Dinner on own

Afternoon Free Time - Explore Florence on your own
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Duration
1hr 45min

End Time
1:30 PM

Start Time
11:45 AM

Friday · September 29th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

Check out of the hotel
Please remember to check-out and and incidentals before your departure.pay city tax 
PAY ONSITE:
DEPARTURE PORTERAGE $5.00

Transfer · Florence to Siena
10:00 AM

Departure Sep 29
11:00 AM
Arrival Sep 29

1hr
Duration

Notes

Included.

The San Desiderio offers a classic Tuscan menu, together with a meat and a fish menu. Courses are changed during 
the year, reflecting the produce of the seasons. Apart from the traditional Sienese ‘pici’, you will find different kinds 
of home-made fresh pasta; the meat menu offers chianina steak, fillets, tagliata (sliced beef fillet), cold cuts and 
Sienese ‘cinta’ pork. The wine cellar contains a vast choice of wine, not only from Tuscany.
Notes

INCLUDED

LUNCH at Ristorante San Desiderio
+39 0577 286091
Piazza L. Bonelli, 2, 53100 Siena SI, Italy
http://www.ristorantesandesiderio.com/ Image credits: Marco Brunetti
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1:30 PM
Start Time

4:30 PM
End Time

3hr
Duration

The Duomo (Cathedral) of is, without a doubt, one of the most spectacular buildings that you can visit in Siena 
Tuscany, but its real treasure is actually the one that’s normally kept out of sight! The entire floor of Siena’s 
Cathedral is in fact one of the most incredible works of art of all time: a spectacular inlaid marble mosaic floor, 
something described by Giorgio Vasari as “the most beautiful, largest and most magnificent floor that ever was 
made”. You’ll also visit the Piazza del Campo where the famous horse race, the Palio, is run twice a year. Tour this 
beautiful hill town composed of "contradas' (neighborhoods) which are identified by symbols and flags and which 
compete each year in horse race around the main piazza.
Notes

Included:
• Private Guide
• Entry fees

TOUR| Private Guided Tour of Historical City Center of Siena

CHECK-IN: NH Siena Hotel
39 0577-382111
Piazza La Lizza, Siena, Italy 53100
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Category
Superior Double Room

Sep 29 · 3:00 PM
Check-in

Oct 02 · 12:00 PM
Check-out

3 nights
Duration

The NH Siena hotel is in a great location for your visit to this magical city! A short walk takes you into the four-star 
heart of Siena, with its wealth of historical landmarks, Gothic architecture and pavement cafés, the lively Piazza del 
Campo and sights such as the green-and-white-striped Duomo.
Room Selection

Notes

Included:
• Nightly Room Rate
• Daily Breakfast Buffet

PAY ONSITE:
• City Tax: Euro 2,50 per person per 

night
• ARRIVAL PORTERAGE - $ 6.00

Dinner on own in Siena
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Saturday · September 30th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

9:00 AM
Start Time

12:00 PM
End Time

3hr
Duration

Gather in the hotel's meeting room for a workshop led by Cynthia Knox.

You can stroll around, go shopping or soak in the atmosphere of this medieval town in one of the outdoor gelaterias 
or bars.

You may like to visit the Baptistry of San Giovanni to admire the splendid Baptismal Font, one of the greatest 
monuments of Renaissance sculpture, and to explore the Crypt where you can admire a grandiose cycle of frescoes 
dating as far back as the 13th.

You might also enjoy the Museo dell'Opera to admire some of the "must-see" treasures of Italian art, including 

ARTISTS' WORKSHOP with Cynthia Knox Image credits:  on Zany Jadraque Unsplash

FREE DAY - explore (or draw) Siena on your own!
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You might also enjoy the Museo dell'Opera to admire some of the "must-see" treasures of Italian art, including 
Duccio di Buoninsegna's Maestà, and wind up your visit by clambering up onto the panoramic terrace atop the 
Unfinished Façade of the New Cathedral, where you can enjoy the most mezmerising and unforgettable view of the 
city and the Tuscan countryside.

Another beautiful museum (a separate entry fee) is the Santa Maria delle Scala. Let the exquisite 14th century 
frescoes transport you back in time to when this venue served as a medieval hospital located along the route of the 
Via Francigena, one of the oldest and most popular pilgrim itineraries in Europe. The object of a major restoration 
project, the monumental spaces open up, consisting of large halls, aisles, former refectory, sacristy and chapel, 
church, courtyards, and ancient apothecary.
Pay onsite.

Lunch on own
Pay onsite.

5:30 PM
Start Time

7:00 PM
End Time

1hr 30min
Duration

This evening, the group will meet back up for an aperitivo after a day spent exploring and drawing Siena on your 
own.

Through a maze of alleyways, hidden courtyards, the white-gray marble, the red brick ... look between trefoils, 
portals and hidden courtyards ... Siena has been called the city of the details. It hides and reveals itself. Try looking 
up along the way as perhaps hundreds of times you have done and here is a flower terrace, where you can imagine 
yourself sitting.

Here is the city view from one of those places that you can only imagine - one of the oldest houses in the town
center where, on the roof of his palace, Tiberius Bichi Borghesi, gentleman of the past, with a passion for 
photography, built his personal light-filled atelier with a view over all of Siena and, indeed, Tuscany. Sit comfortably 
in sofas and armchairs or on the terrace enjoying the gorgeous views of the city of Siena while enjoying the aperitivo 
with your guide.
Notes

Included.

Aperitivo in an Historic Sienese Palace - GLASS PALACE
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Dinner on own in Siena

Sunday · October 1st

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

Transfer · Siena to Poggio Molina
11:00 AM

Departure Oct 01
12:00 PM
Arrival Oct 01

1hr
Duration

Notes

Included.

12:00 PM
Start Time

5:00 PM
End Time

5hr
Duration

Time will stand still as you travel into the countryside to have lunch with an Italian family at their own winery. You’ll 
drive down a back road and pass row after row of grape vines and olive trees. Finally, you’ll arrive at a highpoint of 
rolling, green Chianti hills: the most beautiful intersection of woods, vineyards and olive groves that you'll ever see. 
You'll be treated to home-cured meats, home-grown produce and home-cooked delights prepared by the family and 
paired with their outstanding wines. (Wine Spectator loves them!)
Notes

Included:
• Lunch
• Wine Tasting

Lunch & Wine Tasting at Poggio Molina
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3:00 PM
Start Time

5:00 PM
End Time

2hr
Duration

Emanuela and Luca will teach us four to five Gospel songs (put in your requests now!) in a playful but structured 
environment. We will learn how to use our bodies as instruments and to open our voices in praise. Then we'll put on 
a Gospel Concert for the Poggio Molina staff and our friends, Claudio and Alba, as a thank you for a wonderful lunch!

Transfer · Return to hotel in Siena
5:00 PM

Departure Oct 01
6:00 PM

Arrival Oct 01
1hr

Duration

Dinner on own
You likely will not need dinner after today's very big lunch!

Monday · October 2nd

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

Check out of the hotel
Please remember to check-out and pay city tax and incidentals before your departure.

PAY ONSITE:
DEPARTURE PORTERAGE - $6.00

Transfer · Siena to Brolio
9:30 AM 10:15 AM 45min

Raise Our Voices Gospel Workshop



Created by Karen Embrey at TUSCANY TOURS 18

9:30 AM
Departure Oct 02

10:15 AM
Arrival Oct 02

45min
Duration

Notes

Included:
• Full-Day Driver

10:30 AM
Start Time

1:00 PM
End Time

2hr 30min
Duration

The first stones of Brolio Castle date back to the Middle Ages. The castle passed into the hands of the Ricasoli family 
thanks to an exchange of lands for which records can be found as early as 1141. Through the centuries the castle has 
suffered attack and destruction in numerous battles, from the Aragonese and Spanish assaults during the fifteenth 
century, to disputes in the seventeenth century, to the aerial bombings and rounds of artillery during the Second 
World War.

The history of the Ricasoli family has been linked to wine since 1141, when there is written testimony attesting that 
the Ricasoli family already possessed Brolio Castle. After centuries defending their lands and feudal sovereignty, the 
Ricasoli family understood the great potential of the Brolio territory and were among the first to dedicate themselves 
to the improvement of agriculture and vineyards.

After touring the interior and the grounds of the Castle, the tour continues in the modern wine-making facilities and 
in the spacious cellars where our wine is aged, and concludes by tasting a selection of Ricasoli wines in a private 
room, guided by our specialized staff.

Our Classic Tour is the best way to get to know the enchanting past of a family that helped write the history of the 
Chianti Classico area. Ricasoli is one of the oldest companies in the world, among the first Italian winemakers, and 
has been owned by the same family for 32 generations.

We'll end our visit with a lovely lunch at the osteria on the castle grounds.
Notes

Included:
• Private Guided Tour of Castle Brolio
• Cantina Tour
• Wine Tasting

TOUR | Visit Castello Brolio with wine tasting & lunch
+39 0577 7301
Cantine del Castello di Brolio loc. Madonna a Brolio - 53013 Gaiole in Chianti (SI)
GPS: lat. 43° 24’ 56’’ N / long. 11° 27’ 31’’ E (Do not write Brolio)
https://ricasoli.com/en/
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• Wine Tasting
• Lunch with wine

Transfer · Brolio to San Gusme
2:45 PM

Departure Oct 02
3:15 PM

Arrival Oct 02
30min
Duration

3:15 PM
Start Time

4:30 PM
End Time

1hr 15min
Duration

Enjoy some drawing time in the tiny Tuscan hill town of ! Sit on the ancient wall that surrounds the village San Gusme
as you gaze across the expansive countryside and the bounty of autumn colors from the vineyards ready to harvest.

Transfer · San Gusme to Cortona
4:30 PM

Departure Oct 02
5:30 PM

Arrival Oct 02
1hr

Duration

Drawing Time in San Gusme
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Category
Superior Double

Oct 02 · 5:30 PM
Check-in

Oct 05 · 10:45 AM
Check-out

3 nights
Duration

Hotel Villa Marsili is a lovely villa perched on a hill that overlooks the The panoramic position Val di Chiana valley. 
will amaze you! You can enjoy spectacular sunsets and emotions of the Valdichiana Valley, with its velvet colors, the 
thousands of shades of green in the distance which take you to the horizon of the Senese hills, and embrace with a 
glance this land of wonders, full of history , perfume, unique tastes and authenticity. The antique furniture, the 
fabrics and curtains, the warm tones of the frescoed walls, all confer a discreet luxury.

Room Selection

Notes

Included:
• Nightly Room Rate
• Daily Breakfast Buffet

PAY ONSITE:
• City Tax: €4 per person, per night
• ARRIVAL PORTERAGE - $ 5.00

Dinner on own
After today's lunch, you may only need a gelato for dinner!

CHECK-IN | Villa Marsili, Cortona
+39 0575605252
Via C. Battisti, 13
52044 Cortona (AR)
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Tuesday · October 3rd

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

10:00 AM
Start Time

12:30 PM
End Time

2hr 30min
Duration

Cortona is one of the oldest hill towns in Tuscany and is featured in Francis Mayes book Under the Tuscan Sun. A 
beautiful city with medieval streets, fabulous views of the countryside, remnants of its pre-Roman Etruscan past, 
Renaissance artists Luca Signorelli and Fra Angelico, and Baroque artist Pietro di Cortona and the most important 

 in the world. Your guide is a local Cortona man and he will delight you with his humor and Etruscan Museum
knowledge. He will meet you at your hotel and take you on a marvelous visit of his city.

Notes

Included:
• Private Guide
• Entry fees - Etruscan Museum

TOUR | Private Guided Tour of Cortona
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12:30 PM
Start Time

1:00 PM
End Time

30min
Duration

Our friend, Ivan, was digging out rubble in the basement beneath his street level store in Cortona when his shovel hit 
a grate. He dropped a small stone through the grate and nothing, nothing, then kerplunk - the stone hit water. He 
had found a 2500 year-old Etruscan well in his basement! He continued to dig out the basement and created one of 
the most magical spaces in all of Tuscany. With the well as the centerpiece, there is now an art gallery featuring the 
works of current day Tuscan artisans. This afternoon, we've set up an aperitivo for you with Ivan in the gallery!
Notes

Included.

Lunch on own

Enjoy a leisurely morning exploring the ancient streets of Cortona on your own.
• Shop for ceramic souvenirs!

• Take a walk past quaint gardens up to the Basilica of Santa Margherita for beautiful views. Continue up to the 

Aperitivo at Galleria il Pozzo

FREE TIME - Explore Cortona on your own
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Duration
2hr

End Time
9:30 PM

Start Time
7:30 PM

• Take a walk past quaint gardens up to the Basilica of Santa Margherita for beautiful views. Continue up to the 
old Fortress if you like!

5:00 PM
Start Time

7:00 PM
End Time

2hr
Duration

Gather in the hotel's meeting room for a workshop let by Cynthia Knox.

Enjoy a group dinner at one of our favorite restaurants in the heart of the splendid Etruscan city of Cortona, in the 
historic center, at the center of your desires, the  is the soul, the heart, the foundation of the Preludio restaurant
Preludio Group's activities. It is here that the personalities and talents that today make our service a constantly 
growing reality were formed and developed.
The atmosphere is welcoming, in a classic and elegant style and animates all aspects of the restaurant. A 
consolidated reality in the  and all of Tuscany, but always in evolution...catering sector of Cortona

ARTISTS' WORKSHOP with Cynthia Knox Image credits:  on Zany Jadraque Unsplash

GROUP DINNER | Preludio Restaurant
+39 0575 630104
Via Guelfa, 11, 52044 Cortona AR, Italy
http://www.ilpreludio.net/ Image credits: Ristorante Preludio
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Notes

Included:
• Dinner with wine

Wednesday · October 4th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

Transfer · Cortona to Cheese Farm
9:30 AM

Departure Oct 04
10:00 AM
Arrival Oct 04

30min
Duration

Notes

Included.

10:00 AM
Start Time

2:00 PM
End Time

4hr
Duration

Fattoria Bistecca or "T-Bone steak Farm" says "Welcome"
From a passion for family tradition and agriculture "Fattoria Bistecca" was born. Fattoria Bistecca is a family-owned 
farm in the Chiana Valley, at the foot of Cortona, and takes its name from the Salvadori’s family farming history.

Fattoria Bistecca has been meticulously restored. It is surrounded by over 37 acres of grain, fields of sunflowers, 
alfalfa and beautiful vineyards. The farm is also home to many animals including ponies, chickens, hens, geese, 
ducks, doves and sheep. Our sheep are famous because they are in the movie Under the Tuscan Sun. In the movie, 
the sheep stop the bus in front of "Bramasole" where Frances decides to buy the house!

In our  - "The Art of Pecorino" ' Lapo and Ilaria teach the traditional method of production and cheese-making class
aging of Pecorino. Typically, Tuscan cheese is produced from sheep milk. We don’t pasteurize our milk and therefore, 
this cheese is a raw milk cheese. It is a unique and different experience. During the course, you will produce three 

 Our Ricotta is also mentioned in the Under the Tuscan Sun types of cheese: raveggiolo, pecorino and ricotta.

CHEESE-MAKING | Cheese Making Class "The Art of Pecorino"
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Start Time
6:45 PM

 Our Ricotta is also mentioned in the Under the Tuscan Sun types of cheese: raveggiolo, pecorino and ricotta.
Cookbook by Frances Mayes.

The experience will end with a wonderful tasting of Tuscan bruschetta, pecorino cheese, pasta, and ricotta with 
jam, all accompanied by good wine.

Notes

Included:
• Hands-on Cheese Making Class
• Lunch with wine

Transfer · Return to Cortona
2:00 PM

Departure Oct 04
2:30 PM

Arrival Oct 04
30min
Duration

Notes

Included.

Aperitivo in the Garden of Villa Marsili

Enjoy a final night aperitivo in the garden at your hotel.

Included.

Afternoon at leisure in Cortona Image credits:  on Gabriella Clare Marino Unsplash
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Vehicle
Private Driver

Arriving
Florence

Departing
Cortona

Duration
2hr

End Time
9:30 PM

Start Time
7:30 PM

The restaurant with typical Tuscan cuisine  is located in the heart of the historic center of Cortona "La Loggetta"
(Arezzo), an Etruscan town famous for its historical and artistic beauties and for the famous Tuscan countryside that 
surrounds it. Housed in the cellars of a 1200s building, the restaurant in classic Tuscan style will amaze you with 
wonderful ceilings embellished with wooden beams, terracotta floors, brick arches and precious frescoes on the 
walls.

The name  refers to the beautiful loggia of 1200 that overlooks Piazza della Repubblica, embellished with "Loggetta"
historic buildings of great value, first of all the Palazzo Comunale with the splendid stone staircase and the bell tower 
of the sixteenth century.
Notes

Included:
• Dinner with wine

Thursday · October 5th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

Transfer · Private Transfers to Florence

Notes

Private transfers will be included based on departure times. The transfers will depart 3.5-4 hours before the flight 
time so keep this in mind when booking your departing flights!

For those flying home, transfers will be provided to the Florence Airport.
For those continuing on to Venice, transfers will be provided to the Florence Santa Maria Novella train station.

FINAL NIGHT DINNER | Ristorante La Loggetta
+39 0575 630575
Piazza Pescheria, 3, 52044 Cortona AR, Italy
https://www.laloggetta.com/ Image credits: Ristorante La Loggetta
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Fly Home!

Arrivederci! Have a save trip!
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CYNTHIA KNOX - ART TOUR TO TUSCANY!
SEPTEMBER 26 - OCTOBER 5, 2023
10 DAYS // 9 NIGHTS

Cost: €4,125 per person (based on double occupancy)

The cost is based on double occupancy and a minimum of 14 participants registered by June 1, 2023. This tour has 
been priced and custom-designed with care and is based on a minimum number of participants. If the minimum is 
not met, the tour cannot be held.

TO REGISTER: Please go to the Tuscany Tours website to register and submit your payment deposit: 
https://www.tuscanytours.com/registration-private/

PRICING & PAYMENT:
• A $500 per person non-refundable deposit is due upon registration to confirm your place.
• PLEASE NOTE: Most insurance policies must be purchased within 14 calendar days after payment of your

Registration Deposit in order to have pre-existing conditions covered.
• The Final Balance is due 95 days prior to the Trip Start Date.
• Failure to pay the invoice for the final balance will be regarded by Tuscany Tours as a cancellation of the trip.

NOTE ON PRICING: To protect both our travelers and us from exchange rate fluctuations, our travel package pricing 
(Trip Cost) will be initially quoted in EURO€ , then converted to USD$ at the time of invoicing. We invoice for all tours 
at 110 days prior to the trip start date at which time we use the stated rate on  www.xe.com to make the conversion. 
We then multiply that rate by 1.03 which approximates the actual bank rate.

ACCOMMODATIONS:
• 3 nights in Florence - Antica Torre via Tornabuoni 1
• 3 nights in Siena - NH Siena Hotel
• 3 nights in Cortona - Hotel Villa Marsili

MEALS: All breakfasts, (5) lunches, and (3) dinners are included. All meals—after breakfast!—include regional wines. 
We carefully choose the restaurants based on ambiance and quality of cuisine.

WINE TASTINGS: Scheduled tastings of various Tuscan wines (including small local producers and famous well 
known producers).

TRANSFERS: All ground transportation during the tour after arrival day. For the departure day, private transfers to 

2023 Tour Specifics & Cost (Groups of 7 or more)

https://www.tuscanytours.com/registration-private/
https://www.tornabuoni1.com/en/
https://www.nh-hotels.com/hotel/nh-siena
https://www.villamarsili.net/en/
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TRANSFERS: All ground transportation during the tour after arrival day. For the departure day, private transfers to 
Florence airport will be provided as needed. If you need a transfer to another destination, please let us know. 
Additional transfers may be at an additional cost.

ADMISSIONS: Entrance fees for all planned visits to monuments, galleries and museums are included.

GUIDED TOURS/ACTIVITIES with local authorized expert guides: Florence, Certaldo, Siena, Cortona.

ARTIST WORKSHOPS: Three (3) colored pencil artist workshops with Cynthia Knox are included.

GRATUITIES for all group transportation, group meals, and private guides are included.

EXTENDED STAY OPTIONS: Depending on hotel availability you may be able to arrive early or extend your stay. We'll 
be happy to help you make these arrangements. For individual trip extensions of 2 nights or less, we provide 
planning assistance on a complimentary basis. For individual trip extensions of 3-5 nights, there is a nominal fee of 
$150 to assist with trip planning including booking hotels, guides, drivers, etc. Please let Karen at Tuscany Tours (
karen@tuscanytours.com) know if you are interested in planning a pre- or post-trip to other places in Italy!

LUGGAGE: Please be sure to have a luggage tag attached to the top handle of your luggage with your name printed 
clearly on each piece of luggage.

TOUR EXCLUSIONS: Airfare; gratuities not specified; hotel city tax (usually €2-5 per person, per night; payable onsite); 
meals not specified

The trip is NOT escorted but guided tours using local authorized (and hand-picked!) guides are included.
All entry tickets are non-refundable once purchased on behalf of the client.

CANCELLATION POLICY
The cost to cancel will be:

• 95+ days out from Trip Start Date -- Non-refundable Registration Deposit
• 46-94 days out from Trip Start Date -- 50% of Final Balance paid (you receive 50% refund)
• 31-45 days out from Trip Start Date -- 75% of Final Balance paid (you receive 25% refund)
• <30 days out from Trip Start Date -- Total Balance Paid (no refund)

Cancellation of a trip must be received in writing. Exceptions to these policies cannot be made for any reason.
If unforeseen circumstances require a change to the trip itinerary, Tuscany Tours reserves the right to substitute 
lodging and services and will endeavor to provide the same quality and level of service.

CITY TAXES: 
There will be a city tax of from €2-5 per person a day to be paid in cash on site at each hotel. This is a tourism tax 
levied to pay for the water, garbage, and other public services that tourists use while traveling. Because it needs to 
be paid in cash and because the exact amount changes based on season and local governments, this tax is not 
included in the trip and will need to be paid on site at each hotel. All city taxes are subject to change without notice 
by order of the local government.

TRIP INSURANCE:
We strongly encourage you to purchase Trip Insurance to protect your trip investment.
Tuscany Tours is not responsible for cancellations outside of the Cancellation Policy above. The price of a group tour 
is based on a minimum number of guests. If one person cancels (and does not have trip insurance), the tour will be 
repriced accordingly which may cause a price increase for the other attendees. We strongly encourage all travelers to 
obtain Cancel for Any Reason (CFAR) trip insurance to protect their trip investment. We recommend researching your 
options in advance so you are ready to purchase insurance as soon as you confirm your itinerary. Many insurance 
companies now require trip insurance to be purchased anywhere from 0-14 calendar days from the date you make 
your first deposit (Registration Deposit).
Visit our website at https://my.travelinsure.com/tuscanytours/ to get a trip insurance quote through our 
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Visit our website at https://my.travelinsure.com/tuscanytours/ to get a trip insurance quote through our 
preferred carrier - USI Insurance.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN:
While we hope you choose to protect your trip investment through a trip protection policy, we know that it is 
personal choice. While we hope you choose to protect your trip investment through a trip protection policy, we know 
that it is personal choice. Whichever decision is best for you, we kindly ask you to complete and return this Selection 
Form for our records: https://form.jotform.com/220534398731155

Created by: TUSCANY TOURS
Tel: 800-634-3460
120 Fourth Street, Suite 1071
Petaluma, CA 94953 USA
http://www.tuscanytours.com

Thank you for traveling with Tuscany Tours!
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Karen Embrey
TUSCANY TOURS

727-417-2265
karen@tuscanytours.com

Thursday · October 5th, 2023 - Sunday · October 8th, 2023

VENICE ADD-ON to: Art Tour to Tuscany with Cynthia 
Knox

(optional post-trip extension)
Thursday · October 5th

Rail · Florence to Venice
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Passengers
6

Vehicle
Water Taxi

Arriving
Venice hotel

Departing
Venezia Santa Lucia train 
station

Notes

Take the high-speed train from Florence to Venice - about 2 hours.
We will provide you with instructions on how to book this directly online.
Train tickets are available starting 90 days prior to travel date.
Fare is about €30-60 per person, depending on class of service booked and when booked
Book on own; not included in tour costs.

Notes

As you arrive to Venice with the group, you'll be met by our Hostess who will escort you to the waiting water taxi to 
take you directly to your hotel. If you require an private transfer, this will be at an additional cost.

Included:
• Private Water Taxi Transfer to your hotel

Transfer · Water Taxi - to Venice hotel

CHECK-IN | H10 Palazzo Canova
(39) 041 520 0172
Riva del Vin, 744
30125 Venice
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Category
Superior Double

Oct 05
Check-in

Oct 08
Check-out

3 nights
Duration

Located on the Grand Canal, in the heart of Venice, and just a few metres from the famous Rialto Bridge, the H10 
Palazzo Canova is a four-star superior hotel housed in a 19th-century building whose original facade is preserved. 
The establishment has a Venetian-inspired interior design and offers elegant rooms, the Il Caffè sulla Riva Restaurant 
for breakfast, and a terrace with a bar on the top floor with spectacular views overlooking the Grand Canal.
Room Selection

Room Description
Comfortable rooms measuring 24 m² with an elegant design that combines classic elements with a more 
contemporary touch. They may be located at the ground floor and offer views of the hotel atrium or Rio Terà San 
Silvestro street.

Notes

Included:
• Nightly Room Rate
• Daily Breakfast Buffet

Pay Onsite:
• City tax € 4.50 per person, per night not included

4:00 PM
Start Time

7:00 PM
End Time

3hr
Duration

The Grand Canal is the "street" onto which all the beautiful Palazzos of Venice open their front doors. To see the 
splendor of the Gothic, Moorish, and Renaissance architecture of the city, you must travel on this ancient waterway 
via private boat. You will disembark and continue your tour with a stroll through the labyrinth of alleyways that make 
up Venice!

TOUR | Orientation with Boat ride along the Grand Canal Image credits: Pixabay
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Notes

Included:
• Private Guide
• Private Group Water Taxi
• 48-hour vaporetto pass - one per person

Dinner on own

Friday · October 6th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

9:00 AM
Start Time

12:00 PM
End Time

3hr
Duration

You will taste delicious food and visit some of the city’s most fascinating sites. Explore the busy Rialto Market, 
Campo San Bartolomeo, Campo San Polo, Basilica dei Frari (from the outside), and more. You will taste a wide 
range of typical specialties, from the well-known cicchetti to regional cheese, from Buranelli biscuits to other 
traditional desserts. You will profit from the precious suggestions your guide will share with your group about where 
to go to appreciate good food, go out and spend your free time in the city.
Notes

Included:
• Private Food Guide
• All tastings part of tour

FOOD TOUR | Venetian Cicchetti Street Food Walking Tour
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• Wander and get lost on purpose!
• Suggest you take the #1 vaporetto from St. Marks (SAN MARCO) to the train station (FERROVIA) to see the stately  

old Palazzos along the canal
• Check out the Jewish Ghetto in the Cannareggio - a quiet neighborhood and powerful example of ingenuity
• The Castello district contains a wide variety of churches and museums. It is also where you will find a taste of 

everyday Venice
• The Dorsoduro is home of students, artists and the Guggenheim museum
• The Santa Croce is less touristy and filled with local trattorias and pizzerias
• Tour the Ca' d'Oro - a former private palace turned into a museum and art gallery - 

http://www.cadoro.org/?lang=en
• Create your own cicchetti crawl
• Enjoy a Vivaldi concert tonight at the at the Chiesa San Vidal, a beautiful Baroque place - 

https://www.interpretiveneziani.com/

3:00 PM
Start Time

6:00 PM
End Time

3hr
Duration

This fascinating walking tour will give you an overview of the history of Venice’s political system and artistic splendor 

Explore Venice on your own Image credits:  on Ricardo Gomez Angel Unsplash

TOUR | Doge's Palace and St. Mark's Basilica Image credits: Pixabay

https://www.interpretiveneziani.com/
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This fascinating walking tour will give you an overview of the history of Venice’s political system and artistic splendor 
with a private guide. First, your guide will take you to see the most important institutional rooms of the Doge’s
Palace to see the masterpieces painted by Titian, Tintoretto and Veronese. Afterwards, you will visit to Doge’s 
Apartment, the Bridge of Sighs and the prisons. Continue your tour with a visit of St. Mark’s Basilica, its unique 
Gothic-Byzantine architecture, and its splendid golden mosaics.
Notes

Included:
• Private Guide
• Entry Fees - Doge's Palace + St. Mark's Basilica

Dinner on own

Saturday · October 7th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

9:30 AM
Start Time

4:00 PM
End Time

6hr 30min
Duration

Your private guide will meet you in the hotel lobby to take a water taxi with you over to the island of to see Murano 
the glass blowers. You'll see a short demo then have some free time to explore the glass shops.

Next, your water taxi will take you to the island of . Much of the island is a nature reserve, accessible only on Torcello
the walking paths. Here, you'll enjoy lunch overlooking the beautiful seventh-century Cathedral of Santa Maria 
Dell'Assunta with spectacular Byzantine mosaics, the oldest in all of Venice.

After lunch, you'll take the vaporetto for the short trip to the nearby island of . Picturesque Burano is known Burano
for its brightly colored fishermen's houses and its casual eateries serving seafood from the lagoon. The Museo del 
Merletto has exhibits on the development of lace-making in the area, and shops sell lace products like linens and 
clothes, as well as the local butter cookies called "bussolai buranei."

At the end of the day, back to the mainland via private water taxi.

TOUR| Full-Day Tour of the Islands of Murano, Torcello and BuranoImage credits: Pixabay
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Vehicle
Water Taxi

Duration
1hr 30min

End Time
8:30 PM

Start Time
7:00 PM

Notes

Included:
• Private Guide
• All private water taxi transfers
• Lunch with wine

Free time to rest and relax before dinner

Chef Cesare Benelli and his Texan wife Diane have been running , a much-loved Venetian restaurant, since Al Covo
1987, with dedication and charm. The cooking here, studied without being pretentious, is very closely tied to the 
territory, with produce coming from local producers and Slow Food presidiums. This is truly a family run restaurant 
with Diane and Cesare's son, Lorenzo, who is a sommelier, waiting the tables and explaining the wine.
Notes

Included:
• Dinner with wine

Sunday · October 8th

Enjoy breakfast in the hotel's breakfast room (included)

Transfer · Venice hotel to Venice Airport

Final Night Group Dinner: Ristorante Al Covo
+39 041 522 3812
Campiello de la Pescaria, 3698, 30122 Venezia VE, Italy
http://www.ristorantealcovo.com/
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Notes

Private transfers to the Venice Airport (or train station) will be included in the tour (you may be grouped with other 
guests in our group depending on departure times). Departure from the hotel will be scheduled for 3.5-4 hours prior 
to departing flight time. Please keep this in mind when booking your flights!

Included.

Fly Home!
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CYNTHIA KNOX - ART TOUR TO TUSCANY!
VENICE ADD-ON
OCTOBER 5-8, 2023
4 DAYS // 3 NIGHTS

Cost: €1,726 per person (based on double occupancy)

The cost is based on double occupancy and a minimum of 6 participants registered by June 15, 2023. This tour has 
been priced and custom-designed with care specifically for your group and is based on a minimum number of 
participants. If the minimum is not met, the tour will be repriced accordingly.

TO REGISTER: Please go to the Tuscany Tours website to register and submit your payment deposit: 
https://www.tuscanytours.com/registration-private/

PRICING & PAYMENT:
• A $500 per person non-refundable deposit is due upon registration to confirm your place.
• The Final Balance is due 95 days prior to the Trip Start Date. Tuscany Tours will send you an invoice for the tour

balance.
• Failure to pay the invoice for the final balance will be regarded by Tuscany Tours as a cancellation of the trip.
• PLEASE NOTE: Most insurance policies must be purchased within 14 calendar days after payment of your

Registration Deposit in order to have pre-existing conditions covered.

NOTE ON PRICING: To protect both our travelers and us from exchange rate fluctuations, our travel package pricing 
(Trip Cost) will be initially quoted in EURO€ , then converted to USD$ at the time of invoicing. We invoice for all tours 
at 110 days prior to the trip start date at which time we use the stated rate on  www.xe.com to make the conversion. 
We then multiply that rate by 1.03 which approximates the actual bank rate.

ACCOMMODATIONS:
• 3 nights in Venice

MEALS: All breakfasts, (1) lunch, and (1) dinner are included. All meals—after breakfast!—include regional wines. We 
carefully choose the restaurants based on ambiance and quality of cuisine.

TRANSFERS: All ground transportation during the tour. For the departure day, private group transfers to Venice 
airport will be provided as needed. If you need a transfer to another destination, please let us know. Additional 
transfers may be at an additional cost.

ADMISSIONS: Entrance fees for all planned visits to monuments, galleries and museums are included.

2023 Tour Specifics & Cost (Groups of 7 or more)

https://www.tuscanytours.com/registration-private/
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GUIDED TOURS/ACTIVITIES with local authorized expert guides: Venice, Murano, Torcello, Burano

EXTENDED STAY OPTIONS: Depending on hotel availability you may be able to extend your stay. We'll be happy to 
help you make these arrangements. For individual trip extensions of 2 nights or less, we provide planning assistance 
on a complimentary basis. For individual trip extensions of 3-5 nights, there is a nominal fee of $150 to assist with trip 
planning including booking hotels, guides, drivers, etc. Please let Karen at Tuscany Tours (karen@tuscanytours.com) 
know if you are interested in planning a pre- or post-trip to other places in Italy!

LUGGAGE: Please be sure to have a luggage tag attached to the top handle of your luggage with your name printed 
clearly on each piece of luggage.

TOUR EXCLUSIONS: Airfare; gratuities; hotel city tax (usually €2-5 per person, per night; payable onsite); meals not 
specified

The trip is NOT escorted but guided tours using local authorized (and hand-picked!) guides are included.
All tours and hotels are subject to availability once the itinerary has been approved and the package has been 
purchased.
All entry tickets are non-refundable once purchased on behalf of the client.

CANCELLATION POLICY
The cost to cancel will be:

• 95+ days out from Trip Start Date -- Non-refundable Planning Fee & Confirmation Deposit
• 46-94 days out from Trip Start Date -- 50% of Final Balance paid (you receive 50% refund)
• 31-45 days out from Trip Start Date -- 75% of Final Balance paid (you receive 25% refund)
• <30 days out from Trip Start Date -- Total Balance Paid (no refund)

**Amounts are subject to change if client has approved the booking of non-refundable hotels.
**All refunds will EXCLUDE any non-refundable admission tickets, hotels or other expenses incurred on behalf of 
travelers.
Cancellation of a trip must be received in writing. Exceptions to these policies cannot be made for any reason.
If unforeseen circumstances require a change to the trip itinerary, Tuscany Tours reserves the right to substitute 
lodging and services and will endeavor to provide the same quality and level of service.

CITY TAXES: 
There will be a city tax of from €2-5 per person a day to be paid in cash on site at each hotel. This is a tourism tax 
levied to pay for the water, garbage, and other public services that tourists use while traveling. Because it needs to 
be paid in cash and because the exact amount changes based on season and local governments, this tax is not 
included in the trip and will need to be paid on site at each hotel. All city taxes are subject to change without notice 
by order of the local government.

TRIP INSURANCE:
Tuscany Tours is not responsible for cancellations outside of the Cancellation Policy above. The price of a group tour 
is based on a minimum number of guests. If one person cancels (and does not have trip insurance), the tour will be 
repriced accordingly which may cause a price increase for the other attendees. We strongly encourage all travelers to 
obtain Cancel for Any Reason (CFAR) trip insurance to protect their trip investment. We recommend researching your 
options in advance so you are ready to purchase insurance as soon as you confirm your itinerary. Many insurance 
companies now require trip insurance to be purchased anywhere from 0-14 calendar days from the date you make 
your first deposit (Confirmation Deposit).
Visit our website at https://my.travelinsure.com/tuscanytours/ to get a trip insurance quote through our 
preferred carrier - USI Insurance.



Created by Karen Embrey at TUSCANY TOURS 11

Created by: TUSCANY TOURS
Tel: 800-634-3460
120 Fourth Street, Suite 1071
Petaluma, CA 94953 USA
http://www.tuscanytours.com

Thank you for traveling with Tuscany Tours!
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